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Wine tasting weekend- camping at 

Broke  

April 14th- April 15, 2018 

Trip Leader: Sandi Strickland 

Newnes Camping Weekend 

April 20th - April 22, 2018 

Trip Leader: Sandi Strickland 

Winter at Wollombi 

June 9,th - June 11th, 2018 

Trip Leader: Ross Macbeth 

Friday Night Drive & Winter Camp 

June 30th - July 1st, 2018 

Trip Leader: Mark Honor 

Winter River Run 

July 14th - July 22nd, 2018 

Trip Leaders: Mark & Karolyn Honor 

2018 AGM 

August 12th , 2018  

Xmas in August 

August 4th - August 5th, 2018 

Trip Leader: Karen Campbell 

Camping at Old Bara near Mudgee 

August 17th - August 19th, 2018 

Trip Leader: Brett Hampson 

Sydney 4WD & Adventure Show 

October 12th - October 14th, 2018 

Trip Leader: Jo Quinn 

Olinda Octoberfest long weekend 

September 29th- October 1st, 2018 

Trip Leader: Brett Hampson 

Club Christmas Party 2018 

December 1st - December 2nd, 2018 

Trip Leader: Karen Campbell 

Australia Day 2019 

January 26th-27th, 2019 

Trip Leaders: Jo Quinn & Karen 

Campbell 

Hi Everyone, 

As our esteemed President sails the seven seas (well the  

Pacific anyway) on a floating smorgasbord I have been left 

ashore to write this report. 

Our calendar is looking reasonably healthy as we head into 

April. Autumn is a wonderful time to go out camping,      

exploring and sharing a camp fire with friends. I myself, am 

really looking forward to heading out there and enjoying the 

cooler weather in the mornings and evenings. 

Our Driver Trainers have been very busy over the past few 

months and by the look of the photos, the clubs Driver 

Awareness trips have been well attended and our members 

have learnt a great deal from them. A huge thanks to Brett 

and Brian for all the effort that goes into organising and   

running our Driver Awareness Program and congrats to  

Timmy, who is on his L plates) for having a go too! 

Sadly, we will not be having a club trip run over Easter,    

however, there was an opportunity to attend the 4WD   

Association Jamboree. If you are going along to that I hope 

you enjoy the atmosphere there. The June long weekend is 

set to be our next long weekend outing ( although there are a 

few trips in the calendar before that!) when the club visits the 

Wollombi area. Make sure you put your name down on Ross' 

trip, where we will be camping at the famous Wollombi Pub! 

Don't forget to check the forum and register for any trips 

which take your fancy. 

Speaking of Easter, I hope you all have/or had a wonderful 

long weekend and I will see you on a track out there, 

Sandi               
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Vice President’s Report Upcoming Trips 

Want to run a trip but not sure 

where to start? Have a chat to our 

Trip  Convenors Troy & Sandi or any 

one of our other members who 

would be more than happy to point 

you in the right direction! 

 Editor’s Update 
Welcome to the 7th digital issue of Drive Torque. In the 

past couple of days I received the final content for our 

2017 Annual Magazine, so that is now very close to going 

to print. Like all Editor’s before me, the most challenging 

part of this role is chasing articles, trip reports & photos.   

Contributions from all members are welcome. If you have 

been on a trip, feel free to send through your thoughts on 

the day or some of the photos that you may have taken. It 

is very hard to put a Club newsletter together without 

content. I can only include what has been sent to me and 

then fill the newsletter with other hopefully relevant   

articles. Hope you enjoy this months’ read!  

Jo  
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Howes Valley Trail Day Trip 
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from Merimbula. 
Overall: This is a popular 

campground. Reservations can be 

made for any arrival within the 

next 12 months. 

Check in after 12pm. Check out 

before 10am. 

Sites are marked and unpowered. 

This campground is suitable for 

group bookings. 

There is no mobile phone       

coverage at the campground. It 

can be intermittent along the  

access road. 

Lots of wildlife & walking tracks in 

the National Park. A plethorea of 

activities & tourist attractions 

along the Sapphire Coast from 

Merimbula to Eden. 

Name: Hobart Beach Campground 
Location: Bournda National Park, 

approx. 440km from Sydney 
Contact #: 02 6495 5000 
Camp Fees: $20 for 2 adults, per 

night. Does not include National 

Park entry fees. (NSW National 

Parks Pass covers entry fee. 

Amenities: Amenities block     

including hot showers, water tanks,  

picnic tables, barbecue facilities, 

carpark, toilets, drive in sites,  

campfire pits in each campsite,  

recycling stations. 
Food: No store on site, but Bega 

has all required services. 

Phone Service: No 

Close By: 25km from the township 

of Bega, 11km from Tathra & 14km 

Camp Review: Hobart Beach 

continued through the forest 

with some periodic views could 

be seen through the trees at 

some higher vantage points, the 

highest seen was 700m.  Also 

the smell of some of the recent 

forest or back burning could still 

be smelt in some sections. 

Eventually we arrived at Three 

Ways and decided it would be a 

good spot to stop for morning 

tea as Sheep Skin Hut was still 

26km or about another hour 

away at the pace we were   

travelling.  I think this was the 

time that we started to think we 

would not be making it to   

Wollombi. 

After a quick look at the locked 

gate at the Three Ways and 

morning tea we headed off 

down the track to Sheep Skin 

Hut. After a while we came 

across a tree acroos the road. 

There was a detour around it 

and so we kept going. We soon 

heard over the radio that a stick 

had pierced the side wall of one 

of Stephens front tyres. As it 

could not be plugged we had to 

change it. With a little help it 

was down quickly and we were 

underway again. 

Lunch was at the lovely Sheep 

Skin Hut, just us, a few goannas 

and the sounds of the bush. 

After lunch we continued along 

the track back to the Putty Road 

via Kings Cross and along   

Commission Road. It was more 

scenic this side and the views 

were great. We stopped to air 

up and decided to call into the 

Gray Gums Cafe back along the 

Putty road for a afternoon tea. 

After that we said our goodbyes 

and we were home by 6:30pm. 

All in all, a relaxing day out in 

this great country of ours. 

 

Trip Leader: Troy & Sandi 

Trip Report: Troy Strickland 

Photos: Troy Strickland 

 

Troy and Sandi- Outback 

Kevin- Triton 

Jeffy- Prado 

James- Hi-Lux 

Stephen and Sue- Mazda BT50 

John and Jean- Pajero 

Joey and David - Forrester 

Bernadette and Chris- Prado 

 

After a coffee and breakfast a 

Maccas, we had a quick drivers 

meeting before heading under 

way up the Putty Road with 8 

vehicles. We had warned the 

others that we had had radio 

issues with our UHF so Kevin 

lent us his extra hand held just 

in case. After we had gone a 

couple of hundred meters no 

one could hear our radio so we 

switched for the rest of the trip 

to the handheld. 

About an hour along the Putty 

Road we turned off to Putty 

and stopped at the bottom of 

the hill that climbs into the 

forest and the start of the dirt 

roads to air down. The track up 

was ok but loose in places with 

people behind soon complaining 

about dust. There may have 

been a slight detour           

incorporated into the trip, just 

to go up one extra trail and see 

what was down that way before 

some consultation with David 

and we agreed we should have 

taken the left hand fork.  We 
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but is now back to its’ original 

name, Nindigully Hotel 

Beer Goggles: Nindigully Pub 
Drinker or not, everyone 

loves an iconic Australian 

outback pub. Join us each 

month as we put on the beer 

goggles & have a look at some 

of our legendary outback   

watering holes. 

Name: Nindigully Pub 

Location:  The pub is 160      

kilometres west of Goondiwindi, 

45 kilometres east of St George 

and approximately 70 kilometres 

north of the Queensland/New 

South Wales border. It is situated 

on the banks of the Moonie River. 

Address: Sternes St. Nindigully 

Contact No.: 07 4625 9637 

Services: Well we are in the 

bush (edge of the outback) but we 

really don’t miss out on much, so 

yes we do have hot showers and 

cold toilets available at the pub 

free of charge always, and we have 

heaps of camping and caravan 

spots along our beautiful tree 

lined and water filled river where 

you can swim, fish and trap yab-

bies at your leisure anytime for 

free.   Accommodation is also 

available at the Pub. 

Built: 1864 

Construction: Timber  

Heritage Listed?: No 

Bit Of History Nindigilly Pub is 

Queensland’s oldest hotel located 

in its original condition and      

position on the banks of the  

Moonie River. The license was 

issued in 1864 after operating as 

shearer’s accommodation for the 

Nindigully Station. The Gully, as it’s 

affectionately known, brewed its 

own beer and spirits before XXXX 

and Bundaberg Rum even existed.   

Today the boom town of         

approximately 50 people and 15 

houses of the early 1900s have 

been reduced to two houses, the 

pub, the old General Store and the 

Town Hall with a population of six!

The Gully is a must see for          

Australian history buffs as you can 

feel it all around you from the   

original buildings to the traditional 

farming lands. 

Cost of a Schooner: 

Great Northern $6 

Carlton Draught $6 

Did You Know? The Nindigully 

Pub has had 4 name changes,     

including The Sportsmans Arms, 

B
a, H

a, H
a 

With Thanks Ba, Ha, Ha 

https://www.subarupenrith.com.au/
https://www.alldrivesubaroo.com.au/
http://www.srautobody.com.au/
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Club Gear 

Coming Up - Camping at Old Bara 
man swag. No overcrowding, 

enjoy your own space. Camp 

in serenity, privacy and     

security whilst enjoying a true 

bush camping experience  

within the boundaries of a 

private property. From our 

years of experience with   

travellers staying on our  

property, we know people 

seek an authentic bush break. 

Old Bara offers just that, it is 

the real thing. Two amenity 

blocks on site. Water on tap 

but no showers. With a range 

of wildlife to see, bird calls to 

identify, yabbies to catch, as 

well as several walking and 

cycling & 4WD tracks to   

explore, you are bound to 

have a unique and entertaining 

time. With a wide choice of 

camping spots you will be sure 

to find one that suits you as 

you sleep beneath a night sky 

full of stars. Pleases bring  

firewood with you and feel 

free to gather you own. No 

fires in high fire danger times. 

The property owners have the 

right to impose a total fire ban 

at their discretion. Rain water 

for sale $8/20 litres for    

drinking. No need to leave 

your favourite furry friend 

behind either, as we offer pet 

friendly accommodation.  

Book on our Club trip in   

August that Brett H is   

planning to this beautiful 

location. 

 

Last weekend a few Club 

members headed out Mudgee 

way to do a reccie for an 

upcoming Club trip to Old 

Bara. An absolutely beautiful 

property about 25km from 

Mudgee, it is the ideal winter 

camping spot with the      

opportunity to relax by the 

creek around an open fire. 

Some info from the Old Bara 

Facebook page; 

Park your van or pitch a tent 

on Old Bara. Choose your 

site on a stunning cattle  

property that offers over 

1100 acres of beautiful    

countryside. Drive in and stay 

for just $30.00 for up to 4 

people. $5/ per night/extra 

person. $20/night for a one 

 

Join the Club 

Get your Club gear today! 

Order online at;  

www.subaru4wdclub.com 

Camp Recipe: One Pot Sweet Potato Pasta 
You’ll Need: 

- 2 tbsp olive oil 

- 2 garlic cloves, finely chopped 

- 1 stick celery, finely chopped 

- 1 carrot, finely chopped 

- 1 brown onion, finely chopped 

- 1 tin (400g) diced tomatoes 

- 5L hot water 

- 1 sweet potato, peeled and diced into 

1cm cubes (may switch to pumpkin if 

preferred) 

- 1&1/2 cups small pasta shapes 

- parmesan and parsley, to serve 

Method: 

1.Heat the oil in the camp oven over 

heat (such as open fire or BBQ). 

2. Add the garlic, celery, carrot and   

onion and cook, stirring regularly until 

the onion is soft and translucent. 

3. Add the tomatoes, water and sweet 

potatoes to the pot, cover and cook until 

the sweet potatoes are almost  tender, 

about 30 minutes. 

4. Add the pasta and cook for another 10 

minutes or until the pasta is al dente. 

5. Remove from heat, season to taste 

and serve in big bowls with the parmesan 

and parsley.  



Born just about 10 miles from the Tavern in 1929, 

Mel Jurd became a legend in Wollombi folklore 

through his various escapades, the most notable of 

which was his purchase of the Wollombi Wine   

Saloon in 1957. 

The Wine Saloon was a quiet sort of place with 

nothing much happening, just the usual locals     

dropping in for their fortification. Oh yes, there was 

Clarence the Clocker, Jackhammer Jim, Arthur the 

Carpenter, and a few others who you might call the 

“regular” crowd. The odd traveller who would   

venture up the rough dusty track from Sydney might 

also visit the Wine Saloon. 

Then there were those times when things around 

the Wine Saloon were anything but quiet. Take 

Christmas night 1959. Mel and his wife Rose threw a 

large party for visiting relatives and their local 

friends. A feast of great magnitude, of which Wol-

lombi had rarely seen took place. Now in those days, 

Wollombi did not enjoy the benefits of electricity 

and beer and food were kept cool in kerosene   

refrigerators. As the party dwindled and the those 

staying with the Jurds in the Saloon went off to bed, 

Mel attended as best he could to his publican’s duties 

which included topping up the kero in the fridges. 

On this occasion, it seems that Mel got his kero 

confused with his petrol, both of which would have 

been stored in 44 gallon drums. It was around mid-

night when the alarm was raised and the result of 

Mel’s swapping the petrol for kero in the fridges 

became apparent. The Saloon was on fire. 

Despite the valiant efforts of those who fought the 

blaze, Mel and his family sat under the big camphor 

laurel tree outside the courthouse and watched the 

Saloon burn to the ground. The Jurds were suddenly 

transformed from their high status of leading public 

figures to homeless waifs. They had only their    

bedclothes that they slept in and everything in the 

Saloon was lost. 

But Wollombi is typical of the Australian spirit and 

soon all the locals were pitching in, offering help. 

Soon timber was being felled and milled as a local 

builder worked to build the family a new house and 

bar. Within just six weeks, Mel Jurd was back in 

business. There was still a lot of work to be done to 

build up the business and to finish off their home and 

Mel, always the adventurous looking for new ways to 

make a “quid” was struck by the idea of creating his 

own special brew that could be sold only through 

the new Wine Bar. A mate of Mel’s had told Mel 

about one of his old bush remedies for a sick tummy. 

He believed a double nip of port with a nip of brandy 

was just the shot. Mel, being the sort of entrepre-

neurial fellow he was expanded upon this idea. He 

had heard of stories of similar vain from troops that 

had served in the tropics during World War II. The 

soldiers called their concoction “Jungle Juice”. The 

Dr Jurds Jungle Juice… 
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notion appealed more and more to Mel. 

Legend has it that Mel, in his efforts to keep costs 

down and revenues up would save all the leftovers 

from the night before and pour them into a single 

container. Port, brandy, wine, you name it, Mel saved 

them all and experimented with various brewing 

techniques. Dr. Jurd’s Jungle Juice was created. This 

was eventually followed by a “spirited” marketing 

campaign. But, you could only obtain this special 

drop at Mel Jurd’s Wollombi Wine Bar, which stands 

by the old convict built Great North Road about 100 

miles north west of Sydney town. The product has 

remained the trademark for the establishment ever 

since. 

Then in 1976 Mel sold his interest in the Wollombi 

Wine Bar and entered semi retirement setting up 

Friar Jurd’s Restaurant just a stones throw from his 

previous enterprise. 

You can get the complete history of Dr. Jurd, along 

with a glimpse of life in Wollombi from the book 

“The Halcyon Days of Dr Jurd – in a stagnant    

backwater” written by local Gillian James. The book 

is of course only available for sale in Wollombi. 

Info in this article taken from; 

www.wollombitavern.com.au  

Book on the Club website for our June long 

weekend trip up to Wollombi & surrounding  

areas & camping at Wollombi Tavern. 
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 During February there were three 

meetings to attend – 4WD Adventure 

Show, Quarterly and GSR. Following are 

some notes on the topics discussed. 

RMS Notice 35 - Engineered Vehicles 

RMS sent out Notice 35 late in 2017 

which stated that Engineering           

Certificates pre 2012 were no longer 

valid, therefore vehicles that were     

defected were not able to be given blue 

slips to clear the defect. This resulted in 

many vehicles of different types being 

taken off the road. RMS had the       

cancelation of older certificates entered 

into legislation without due notice so 

that they could shut down an old     

computer system. After much discussion 

and representations to Government this 

has now been reversed and all          

certificates are now valid for the life of 

the vehicle. 

Vehicle Standards 

Discussion regarding After-market 

Lights is ongoing due to changes within 

RMS. The method for brake testing is 

also still under discussion as some with-

in RMS think that some older test meth-

ods are still required, and others think 

that these are not required with current 

brake technology.  

An update is due in 12 months for both 

Bull Bars and Suspension.  

Membership VP comments; We will 

progress with standard classification of 

tracks/trips. There are now 76 clubs 

with a new club being Lismore.  

Stockton Beach - Worimi 

It is still planned to trial camping at 

Stockton Beach, but it has been delayed 

due to fires in the area. 

Great Koala National Park 

The National Parks Association, not to 

be confused with the NSW Government 

Department NPWS, is lobbying for 

175,000 ha of State Forests to be added 

to existing reserves in the Coffs      

Harbour area to create a new 315,000 

ha park. The aim of this is to provide 

habitat for koalas as their numbers are 

reducing. However, studies show that in 

working state forests the koala numbers 

Ski Gardens.  

Adventure Show 

Show dates for 2018 are 12th to 14th 

October. Planning meetings are in    

February, April, June, August, Septem-

ber, October & November at Liverpool. 

I attended the February meeting and 

nothing special to report as just the 

usual topics were discussed. We will be 

suggesting ideas to improve club area 

presentation to future meetings. 

Jamboree 

As you read the newsletter this event is 

being held at Easter near Batemans Bay. 

We wish attendees fine weather and 

safe travels. 

Association Quarterly Meetings 

The next quarterly meeting will be on 

19th May in Port Macquarie, 18th    

August in Lithgow and 17th November 

in Liverpool together with AGM.  

NPWS 

Input was requested on what would 

members like to receive for volunteer-

ing if they do not need an All Parks Pass. 

Newsletters 

These will start again in near future. 

They will be available on our website 

under Association Documents for you 

to read. 

Treasurer’s Report 

End of 2017 total funds were 

$178,973.87. Items that should appear in 

early 2018 - expenses for show of 12.4K 

to be reimbursed by Premier Events, 2K 

donation to RFDS, and costs for new 

laptop and portable data projector that 

were purchased. 

DTU  

Details of Professional Development 

days for club trainers, how qualified 

trainers will be determined as          

competent to be assessors and process 

to register for training to be send out in 

the near future. DTU to send out a one 

pager detailing benefits of training, some 

items include – some areas require 

training for trip leaders and this soon 

might be for most/all drivers on trips & 

discounts for insurance. 

are actually greater than in other areas 

due to improved vegetation and active 

management. Therefore, not only might 

their numbers fall in this area if a new 

park is added but it will also close areas 

for us to visit and have a huge effect on 

local economies. 

Newnes Plateau 

The clean-up day for this area was on 

Saturday 10th March, approx. 50 people 

attended and tonnes of rubbish was 

removed. There is an issue in the area 

with degradation of the swamps and 

some roads in and around them have 

been closed. These swamps are the start 

of water supplies, one even the start of 

the supply for Sydney. Also, birds drop 

pine tree seeds into swamps and these 

need to be controlled. 

Danjera Dam 

This area is currently still open for 

camping as the Wilderness Act         

promotes camping within the 

Shoalhaven Council area. There have 

been some issues in the area recently – 

a Wombat was shot and killed with a 

high-powered rifle and a tree with a 

diameter of over 2 metres was felled for 

no reason. 

Old Settlers Road (off Putty Road)

Looking at titles to determine if there is 

another exit path at the east end of this 

track which is currently closed at private 

land or maybe exit via the south link 

road to Yengo trail. 

Monaro District Region 

Following on from the Queanbeyan 

Roadshow the Clubs in this area have 

agreed to form a new Region being – 

Monaro District Region. 

Land Managers Contacts  

During the fire season it has been     

difficult to contact land managers – this 

will be raised with the Minister as extra 

resources are required during summer 

months. 

Adventure Show Thank You Day 

In appreciation of the work volunteers 

put into the show there was a lunch on 

Sunday 4th March 2018 at the Sackville 

Association News & Updates: 



The Munich Oktoberfest justly lays claim 

to being the world’s largest folk festival 

(yes, it’s not just about drinking beer). 

Over the past decade it has attracted an 

average of around six million visitors a 

year, who between them consume almost 

seven million litres of beer and munch 

their way through thousands of grilled 

sausages, chickens, giant pretzels. 

The festival, which spans just over two 

weeks, is held annually in a meadow just 

outside Munich’s city centre. In addition 

to eating, drinking and dancing, visitors 

can enjoy colourful  parades, a variety of 

fairground rides, and for those not     

themselves in traditional Bavarian gear, 

admire those that are. 

The NSW Subaru & Recreational 4WD 

Club are set to celebrate Oktoberfest in 

our style!  

We will  camp at Olinda near Rylestone 

and hope to have a bit of Bavarian fun on 

the Saturday night.  

We will also head up to Dunns Swamp for 

a swim / paddle / canoe if the weather 

suits and see what else the weekend 

brings. Easy access into the campsite and 

flush toilets are available. No showers 

though unless you bring your own. More 

details to come but in the meantime  

register on 

the Club  

website to 

ensure your 

spot for the 

festivities! 
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Website: 

www.subaru4wdclub.com 

 

 

Subaru & Recreational 

4WD Club 
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Association News &    

Updates Continued: 

Website 

There are two companies looking at the 

current website to determine if is 

worthwhile being fixed or a new      

website needs to be designed. Estimated 

cost is under $10,000. One question 

asked was about logins – do we have 

limited logins for clubs being one for 

club admin and one for general      

members or do we continue to have 

logins for all members. Also, how do we    

obtain email addresses for club       

members to send information. It was 

agreed that the scope of the website           

requirements will be sent to all clubs 

giving one month for input and feedback. 

Club Delegates: 

David Wellham & John  

Hocking 

Committee Contacts: 
President: Mark Honor 

president@subaruclub.com.au 

0418 406 118 

Vice President: Sandi Strickland 

vicepresident@subaruclub.com.au 

0414 870 168 

Secretary: Cath DeSantis 

secretary@subaruclub.com.au  

0413 474 630 

Treasurer: Sandra Moss 

treasurer@subaruclub.com.au 

0438 276 012 

Membership: Karolyn Honor 

membership@subaruclub.com.au  

0459 111 096 

Trip Convener: Troy Strickland 

trip_convener@subaruclub.com.au  

0428 408 568 

Trip Convener: Sandi Strickland 

trip_convener@subaruclub.com.au  

04114 870 168 

Driver Awareness: Brett Atkins 

4wdtraining@subaruclub.com.au 

0412 208 874 

Driver Awareness: Brian Flood 

4wdtraining@subaruclub.com.au 

0425 270 385 

Delegate: David Wellham 

delegates@subaruclub.com.au 

0407 089 071 

Delegate: John Hocking 

delegates@subaruclub.com.au 

0405 568 965 

Technical: Brett Hampson 

technical_officer@subaruclub.com.au 

0408 409 634 

Social: Karen Campbell 

social_convener@subaruclub.com.au 

0430 842 101 

PR: Jo Quinn 

publicity@subaruclub.com.au 

0409 771 019 

Webmaster: Troy Strickland 

webmaster@subaruclub.com.au 

0428 408 568 

Editor: Jo Quinn 

editor@subaruclub.com.au 

0409 771 019 

Catering: Karen Campbell 

catering@subaruclub.com.au 

0430 842 101 

Sergeant @ Arms: Robert Moss 

sergeant-at-arms@subaruclub.com.au 

98202128 

Fundraising: Chris Mifsud & Kelly Maxwell 

fund_raising@subaruclub.com.au  

0424 518 920 

Oktoberfest @ Olinda 

Social Convener & 

Catering Office: 

Karen Campbell 

PR Officer & Editor: 

Jo Quinn 

Sergeant @ Arms: 

Robert Moss 


